
A PERSONAL INVITATION FROM GREG TO OUR FIRST
IN THE SERIES WE CALL
CONVERSATIONS IN AMERICAN HISTORY, 
JANUARY, 2012—THE FIRST INSTALLMENT


	My friends, after having talked with so many of you over the years in person and on the air about the rich and deep American traditions that were born during the founding years of the Republic, I have decided to begin a series of day-long studies on that subject.  Joining me will be Professor George M. Curtis III, someone many of you know either personally or from hearing him with me on the radio, a veteran of over forty years in college and university classrooms.  Together we share an abiding love for the history of our founding.  Our hope is to engage in spirited conversation with you about subjects of fundamental and lasting importance, subjects that reveal the foundations of American citizenship and the American character..
	We will launch this colloquium at historic Story, Indiana, a conversation that will begin on Wednesday, January 25th. and conclude on Friday morning, January 27th.  Our total enrollment will be limited to 14 participants.  Here is a description of the agenda.:

					WEDNESDAY, January 25.
4 to 5pm, 12/7, guest arrival and check-in, the Garrison Compound and Story Inn
5:30pm, cocktails and appetizers in the Mill, next door to the Inn.
6:30pm, dinner and introductions.
THURSDAY, January 26.
8am to 9am, Breakfast in the Inn.
9am-10:30 am, Session 1, Readings: the Continental Association of 1774, The Galloway Plan, 1774, The Declaration of Independence, 1776, Calvin Coolidge, "Speech on the Occasion of the One Hundred and Fiftieth Anniversary of the Declaration of Independence."
10:30-11:00am, BREAK
11:00 to 12:30 Session 2, Readings: selected State Constitutions, the Articles of Confederation, 1777-1781.
12:30pm-1:30pm, Lunch.
2:00-3:30, Session 3, Readings: Debates at the Constitutional Convention (1787).
4:00-5:30, Session 4, Readings: Ratification debates, (1787-1791).  Alex De Tocqueville, “What Sort of Despotism Democratic Nations Have to Fear,” Democracy in America,  Vol. II, Fourth Book, Chapter 6.
6pm,  Cocktails and appetizers, the Inn
7pm,  Dinner and continued conversation.

NOTE:  All materials will be available on the internet but also if you choose, I will be happy to mail a hard copy to you well in advance.  Total assignments will be approximately 120 pages for the entire conference.
[bookmark: _GoBack]FRIDAY, January 27
	8am Breakfast, checkout by 11am.

	Folks this is intended to be an all-inclusive event; two nights at the historic Story Inn, either in Story or up on the hill at the Garrison Compound, beverages, food, overnight accommodations and associated items included.  The pre-dinner cocktail hours will include complimentary beer and wine selections from the Inn’s extensive collection of both, dinner wines are also included.  We will continue visiting after dinner at the bar downstairs at the Inn, where you will be able to purchase any beverage of your choice.  The meals are hot and fresh from the Story Inn’s award-winning kitchen, and of course you will enjoy the incomparable surroundings of Brown County.  
	We will limit participation to double occupancy for this first event, the cost is $495/person, inclusive of everything but taxes.  This event is not for everyone, but for those who have a real interest and hunger for learning on an in-depth level about the remarkable beginnings of this great Republic of ours, it promises not to disappoint.  Professor Curtis is a master at the fine art of discussion, and in the intimate setting of Story he is in his element.  I will be there too, looking forward to attending to your needs and hopefully ensuring that your stay is well worth it.  So consider being coddled by the staff at Story for a couple of delightful nights while learning the breadth and depth of America’s Founding in this small and interesting group for Hoosiers.  To make your reservations, just visit http://www.webervations.com/magic-scripts/packages.asp?memberid=Story, and we will make the arrangements.  
	NOTE:  If the seminar does not garner at least a dozen participants by the first of December, we may cancel it, in which case all payments will be immediately returned back to the account against which they were made.  
